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CITY OF MONTICELLO
COMMON COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 8, 2026

A regular meeting of the Common Council, of the City of Monticello, Indiana, was
held at 120 W Washington St on September 8, 2026. The meeting was called to
order at 6:21 p.m. by Mayor Aaron Sims. The meeting opened with the Pledge of
Allegiance. While the meeting was conducted in-person, it was available via
Zoom and live on YouTube and Facebook.

ROLL CALL:

Mayor Aaron Sims, Councilors Gary Allen, Bill Cheever, Tim McQuinn, Dave
Patty and Attorney George Loy, answered in-person by Clerk Treasurer Shanda
Cortez.

MINUTES:

Councilor Cheever made motion to approve the meeting minutes from August 17,
2026. Councilor McQuinn seconded. All ayes. Minutes approved.

ADDITIONS AND DELETIONS: None
CITIZEN PARTICIPATION: None
DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS: Oral reports were given by each department.

ADA: Director Diane stated that the ADA Bowling & Cornhole event will be
Saturday, September 12. Amvets donated $15,000 for ADA Accessible
Equipment at our City Parks.

FIRE: Chief Scheurich stated that Project Sprout was awarded another 2-year
grant and IDOH MIH Program was awarded another 5-year grant from the State.

PARKS: Superintendent Mitch stated that the new park equipment is to be
delivered this month and the new City Park will be installed in October. He has
had 7 applicants for the parks department and will be interviewing 3 this week.

POLICE: Chief Clark reported that he is having issues with the AC Unit at the
department. Has had a tech come out and will get with the building committee &
Tim, Police liaison. The department has received a 2" TV from the Walmart
employees as a donation.

STREET: Superintendent Frank reported the department is working on the streets
and to be cautious of the work. The traffic report was completed from Quentin
Avenue. Stated that the average speed was traveled at 14.2 mph. They will be
resurfacing Main Street this Thursday & Friday.
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WASTEWATER: Kyle Byrd reported they have been doing the usual locates and
work. He wanted to recognize Angelo Valle, as his 2 years is 9/9/26.

WATER: Assistant Superintendent Bruce reported that November 15t is the
proposed closing for the WWTP SRF Bond.

OLD BUSINESS: None

NEW BUSINESS:

1. Constitution Proclamation—Karen Aldrich: Mayor Sims read the
proclamation to Karen Aldrich.

2. Project SPROUT: Performance Award—Leslie Koopman: Chief Scheurich
and Mayor Congratulated Leslie Koopman for another 2 years for Project
SPROUT. This award adds $222,781.20 to be used during 10/1/26—9/30/28.
Emily with KIPRC and Leslie spoke about what Project SPROUT offers to the
community. Leslie gave her number 574-870-8940 for any mothers/children that
need assistance.

3. SOMA: Christmas in July Golf Outing Event—Check Presentation: Brandi
Page and Katherine with SOMA wanted to present the City with a check in the
amount of $10,232.34 for the Holiday Light Fund. Candace Wells, Librarian, also
spoke about the Historical Markers downtown Monticello.

4. ADA: Permission to Apply for Grants for Additional Accessible
Equipment: ADA Director Diane stated that she found out that the Kiwanis has a
Foundation Grant. She would like to apply for more accessible equipment for the
parks. She is asking for approval for the Mayor’s Advisory Council to apply.
Councilors asked for more information, which she did not have. Councilor Patty
made motion to table until receiving further information. Councilor Cheever
seconded. All ayes. Motion carried.

5. Parks: Permission to Apply for the Urban Forestry Grant: Superintendent
Mitch would like approval to apply for the grant. This grant is a 1:1 matching
grant from $1,000 to $30,000. Councilor Cheever made motion to move forward.
Councilor McQuinn seconded. All ayes. Motion carried.

6. Street: Permission to Apply for Notice of Funding Availability (NOFA)
rural Federal—Aid Projects Grant: Superintendent Frank stated this was a
federal grant administered through INDOT. Normally they use this grant for
sidewalk projects. Construction would commence in 3-5 years. This is a 80/20
matching grant. He stated that the Street Light Project is in progress and at the
end there will be 57 new lights along the sidewalks. This was for a 90/10
matching grant. Councilor McQuinn made motion to approve. Councilor Allen
seconded. All ayes. Motion carried.




AARON SIMS
MAYOR

SHANDA CORTEZ
CLERK-TREASURER

TIM MCQUINN
COUNCIL AT-LARGE

GARY ALLEN
COUNCIL WARD 1

KIM KRAMER
COUNCIL WARD 2

BILL CHEEVER
COUNCIL WARD 3

DAVE PATTY
COUNCIL WARD 4,
PRESIDENT

JOSH LEONARD
BOARD OF WORKS,
PRESIDENT

STEVE BROWN
BOARD OF WORKS

CITY OF MONTICELLO

7. Approve APV’s 8/14/26-9/326: No questions. Councilor Cheever made
motion to approve. Councilor Patty seconded. All ayes. Motion carried.

8. Approve Allowance Docket: Pay period ending 8/23/26: No questions.
Councilor McQuinn made motion to approve. Councilor Patty seconded. All
ayes. Motion carried.

MISCELLANEOUS AND ALL OTHER: Mayor stated that Shari Moore has
reached out to him for a diaper drive that will be collected at several sites in
White County from September 1—30, 2026.

ADJOURNMENT:
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 7:25 p.m.

Respectfully,

Shanda Cortez
Clerk Treasurer, City of Monticello



